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cerned. On a hundred battlefields we have tested the
courage of the French and their amazing tenacity; in
their glorious history " ils ne passeront pas " was not said
for the first or the last time at Verdun. The Voices heard
by Jeanne d'Arc still speak to the hidden heart of
France.

A friend of mine, criticizing the armies in Flanders,
said of the Germans: ""These Huns are brave enough,
but if someone with a commanding voice were to say to
them, ' Halt! About turn! Ground arms!' they would
at once obey, and the war would be over. I wonder
someone doesn't try it!" Eventually someone did, and
our propaganda worked like magic. Of the French my
friend said: "The little devils go back to get a cup of
coffee, and leave us in the lurch. We've had several
disasters because they exposed our flanks. But they
always come up again, and fight like tiger-cats, and kill
more Germans than if they'd stayed put!"

The Frenchman is a superb soldier, especially in a
modern army, where a high degree of individual initiative
is required. Never again, thank God, will massed attacks
on the Somme model be possible in future wars. After
artillery preparation the tanks will go forward, screening
small detachments of machine-gunners who will en-
deavour to enfilade the enemy's position. Once the
attack is launched, communication with headquarters
will be almost impossible. The tactics of the break-
through require soldiers with a lively intelligence and
junior leaders who can take responsibility, qualities in
which the French excel.

These innate virtues will serve France in other spheres.
Her patriots left the trenches of civilization from 1932 to
1939, and we have seen the result in a distracted Europe.
Scandal has followed scandal and riot alter riot in France,

A few of the Communist disorders may be mentioned,